
Week 2 
Great African Civilisations 

    Celebrate and enjoy a brief journey 
through some of the Great African 
Civilisations. 

    How many do you know? 

    Does anything surprises you? 

    Has your appetite been whetted to 
explore further? 



Kingdom of Kush – 2450 to 1450 BC 
This ancient Nubian 
kingdom at its peak 
of power covered 
the huge territory 
along the Nile 
Valley in what is 
now Sudan. It even 
ruled over Egypt for 
a while and 
practised many of 
the Egyptian 
customs. 



Pyramids in Kush 



Kush 



Carthaginian Kingdom – 814 to 146 BC 
A seafaring kingdom 
which is best known as 
the ancient rival of the 
Romans in the Punic 
Wars. It dominated 
trade in textiles, gold, 
silver and copper. 
Carthaginian influence 
extended from North 
Africa (Tunisia) to 
Europe. It was 
eventually defeated by 
the Romans.  



Carthaginian Ruins 



Empire of Ethiopia  By the 2nd and 3rd century 
AD this was a powerful 
empire trading in gold and 
ivory with Europe and the 
Far East. The empire had a 
written script and a 
distinctive architectural 
style. It was the first 
nation to adopt 
Christianity as a state 
religion and  is thought to 
be the resting place of the 
Ark of the Covenant. 
Ethiopia is the only 
African Country never to 
have been colonised by 
Europe. 



Ethiopian Ruins 



Ghana Empire – 300 to 1100 
Also known as Wagadou 

This West African 
empire was the first 
region to benefit from 
gold mining. It was not 
connected 
geographically to the 
modern state of Ghana. 
The main trade was in 
gold, salt and kola nuts 
(The nuts became the 
secret ingredient in 
Coco-cola centuries 
later.)  



Ghana Empire 



Empire of Mali 
1235 to 1670 

This large West 
African empire’s 
most important 
cities were Djenne 
and Timbuktu. Both 
were renowned for 
their elaborate 
mosque and Islamic 
schools. Timbuktu 
Sankor University 
included a library 
with around 
700,000 
manuscripts.     



Mali street scene  



Mansa Musa, the most famous Malian ruler 
is regarded as the wealthiest person in 
world history. 



Kingdom of Benin  
     1180 to 1897 
 

This kingdom 
stretched across 
modern day Nigeria 
and Ghana. It was 
considered one of the 
most developed 
states in West Africa. 
Famous artisans 
crafted masterpieces 
from ivory, bronze 
and iron. Dutch, 
Portuguese and 
British explorers 
reported on the 
beauty, wealth and 
sophistication of the 
kingdom. 



Decorative 
panel from 
the palace of 
the Benin Oba 
(ruler). It                              
shows him 
with his 
attendants in 
ceremonial 
dress and 
weapons. 



Benin Bronze in 
Bristol Museum 



Ruins of Great Zimbabwe 

The Kingdom of Zimbabwe – 1000 to 1500  



The Kingdom included much of 
modern day Botswana, Zimbabwe 
and Mozambique. Rich in cattle and 
precious metals. Archaeological 
findings of Chinese 
 pottery,  
Arabian glass 
and European textiles  
shows the kingdom  
was a well connected  
mercantile centre.  
The fortress city of  
Great Zimbabwe is  
a world heritage site. 


