Rosa Parks

An African-American activist in the Civil Rights movement. She is best
known for her pivotal role in the Montgomery bus boycott. The USA
Congress has called her “the first lady of civil rights” and “the mother of
the freedom movement”.

Paul Robeson

An African-American bass baritone concert artist and stage and
film actor who became famous both for his cultural
accomplishments and his political activism. He became a left wing
political activist when he studied in London from 1934. Back in
America he was actively involved in the Civil Rights Movement and
other social justice campaigns.

Queen Nanny of the Maroons

An 18th century leader of the Jamaican Maroons. She led a
community of formerly enslaved Africans called the Windward
Maroons. Under her leadership they fought a guerrilla war
against the British lasting many years and were never defeated.
Queen Nanny is the only female national hero of Jamaica.

Sidney Poitier
He is a Bahamian-American actor,
film director and ambassador. In
1964 he became the first black
actor to win the Oscar for Best
Actor for his role in the film “Lilies
of the Field”. He broke ground in 3
successful 1967 films each dealing
with race relations: “To Sir With
Love”, “Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner” & “In the Heat of the
Night”, making him the top box
office star of the year.
He was made an honorary Knight
Commander of the British Empire in
1974.

Mae Jamison

An African-American
engineer, medical doctor
and former NASA
astronaut. The first black
woman to travel to space
when she served as a
mission specialist aboard
the Space Shuttle
Endeavour in 1992. She
took 3 personal items into
space: a poster from the
Alvin Ailey American
Dance theatre, a West
African statuette and a
photo of Bessie Coleman
the first black with an
international pilot license.

Kofi Annan

A Ghanaian diplomat who served as the 7th Secretary General
of the United Nations from January 1997 to December 2006. He
received the Nobel Peace Prize jointly with the UN in 2001.

Ellen Sirleaf
A Liberian politician who
served as the 24th President of
Liberia from 2006 to 2018.
She was the first elected
female head of state in Africa.
She won the Nobel Peace
Prize in2011 in recognition of
her efforts to bring women
into the peacekeeping
process. She has received
numerous other awards for
her leadership.

Michelle & Barack Obama
African-American
lawyers and authors.
He was the 44th
President of the USA
from 2009 to 2017,
the 1st AfricanAmerican President.
She was the 1st black
First Lady in the White
House. Both served as
role models for
everyone. They
advocate poverty
awareness, good
education for all,
fairness in health care
amongst other things.

Althea Gibson

An African-American tennis player and professional golfer and one of the first
black athletes to cross the colour line of international tennis and to win Grand
slam titles including Wimbledon in 1957 & 58. She was inducted into the
International Tennis Hall of Fame. “She is one of the greatest players who ever
lived” said Bob Ryland, a contemporary & former coach to Venus and Serena
Williams.

Frederick Douglas
An African-American, social
reformer, abolitionist, orator,
writer and statesman.
He escaped from slavery and
became a national leader for
the abolitionist movement and
was famous for his oratory and
antislavery writings.

Marcus Garvey
A Jamaican political activist,
publisher, journalist,
entrepreneur and orator.
Founder and first president of
the Universal Negro
Improvement Association and
African Communities League.
Ideologically he was a black
nationalist and Pan Africanist.
His ideas came to be known as
Garveyism. His vision included a
unified Africa under one party
and was committed to the
Back-to-Africa movement.

Katherine Johnson

An African-American
mathematician whose
calculations of orbital mechanics
as a NASA employee were
critical to the first and
subsequent US crewed space
flights. The space agency noted
her “historical role as one of the
first African-American women to
work as a NASA scientist”.
The work of Katherine and the
other black women
mathematicians was portrayed
in the 2016 film “Hidden
Figures”.
She was awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal in
2019 ( the highest US award).

