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As people arrived at church, settled
and waited for the service to begin
they were able to enjoy watching a
slide show of a few black individuals
from around the world who have
made significant contributions to
world development.
Who do you know most about?

Nelson Mandela

A South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, political leader and
philanthropist who served as his country’s first black President from
1994 to 1999. Spent 27 years in prison – Robben Island, Pollsmore
Prison & Victor Vester Prison. An inspiration for civil rights
movements around the world. His autobiography “Long Walk to
Freedom” has been made into a film. He won the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1993.

Surjourner Truth
An African-American
abolitionist and woman’s right
activist. Born a slave but
escaped with her infant
daughter in 1826. After going
to court to recover her son in
1828, she became the first
black woman to win such a
case against a white man. She
delivered a speech entitled
“Ain’t I a Woman?”
In 2014 she was included in the
Smithsonian magazine’s list of
“100 Most Significant
Americans of All Times”.

Jesse Owens

An African-American track
and field athlete and 4 time
gold medallist in the 1936
Berlin Olympics Games.
Specialised in sprint and
long jump & was recognised
in his lifetime as “perhaps
the greatest and most
famous athlete in track and
field”.
He was the most successful
athlete at the Berlin Games
& as a black man was
credited with singlehandedly crushing Hitler’s
myth of Aryan supremacy.

Madam C J Walker
An African-American
entrepreneur,
philanthropist and political
& social activist. First
female self-made
millionaire. She made her
fortune by developing and
marketing a line of
cosmetics and hair care
products for black women
through the business she
founded – Madam C. J.
Walker Manufacturing
Company.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

South African Anglican cleric and theologian known for his work
as an anti-apartheid and human rights activist. He was the first
black Bishop of Johannesburg and first Archbishop of Cape
Town. He won the Nobel Peace Prize. Author of several books
including “The Rainbow People of God”.

Dame Eugenia Charles

A Dominican Politician who was Prime Minister of Dominica from
July 1980 to June 1995. She was the 1st lawyer and 1st female
politician in Dominica. She was the 2nd female Prime Minister in the
Caribbean.

Bob Marley

A Jamaican singer, songwriter & musician. Considered one of the
pioneers of reggae. His musical career was marked by fusing elements of
reggae, ska, rocksteady and his distinctive vocal and songwriting style.
He’s considered a global symbol of Jamaican music and culture.

Harriet Tubman
An African-American
abolitionist and political
activist. Born a slave, she
escaped and
subsequently made 13
missions to rescue
approximately 70
enslaved people,
including family & friends
using the network of
antislavery activists and
safe houses known as the
Underground Railroad

Martin Luther King Jr

An African-American Christian minister and activist who became the most
visible spokesperson and leader in the civil rights movement from 1955 until
his assassination in 1968. He is known for advancing civil rights through
nonviolence and civil disobedience. He was inspired by his Christian beliefs
and the non-violence policy of Mahatma Gandhi.

Phyllis Wheatley
The first African-American
author of a published book
of poetry. She was sold into
slavery at the age of 7 or 8
to the Wheatley family. She
learnt to read and write.
The family recognised her
talent and encouraged her
poetry writing. She visited
London and published her
book “Poems on Various
Subjects, Religions and
Morals” in September 1773

Malcolm X

An African-American Muslim
minister and human rights
activist who was a popular figure
during the Civil Rights
Movement of the 60s. Best
known for his time as the vocal
spokesman for the Nation of
Islam.
Although a controversial figure
accused of preaching racism and
violence Malcolm X is a widely
celebrated figure within African
American and Muslim American
communities for his pursuit of
racial justice.

